Overview
In this unit, children will learn how significant inventions have developed over time and how they have changed the way people live.  The unit will also explore how inventions are often the result of several developments and contributors rather than one individual.  They will develop key historical skills such as interpreting historical sources; understanding the difference between historical fact and interpretation; identifying cause and consequence; making comparisons; assessing historical significance and making judgements using evidence. 
Key vocabulary:
Pendulum, 
A weight hung from a fixed point so it can swing freely
Communication
A means of receiving or sending something
Sundial 
An instrument showing by the shadow of a pointer cast by the sun
Petrol
A fuel.
Electricity
A form of energy
Other key vocabulary and terms
BCE, AD, chronological, impact, cause, consequence, transform, interpret, observe, culture, primary source, secondary source, evidence, evaluate, opinion, fact.

Key threads and themes 
[image: ]
Conflict and disaster
Hierarchy and power
Society and culture
Economy and trade



Enquiry question:
How do inventors change the world?
Year 4 Knowledge Organiser: Autumn 1 – History - Inventors
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Sequence of learning
1) To understand chronology and use key dates to understand the development of significant inventions.
2) To identify change and continuity in the ways people have measured time. 
3) To interpret historical sources to understand how the telephone developed and assess the reliability and usefulness of evidence.
4) To explain how earlier discoveries and inventions helped to develop electric lighting.
5) To compare the contributions of Karl Benz and Gottlieb Daimler to the development of petrol-powered vehicles.
6) To evaluate the significance and impact of inventions and justify a historical judgement using evidence.
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